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family crest. Native chieftan Brian
Og O'Rourke's defeat prompted
the building of "The Castle of

Carrickdrumruske”.
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St. George's church is named after the St. George family.

This Church of Ireland church, while continuing to act as a
place of worship, is now part of the St George's Heritage and
Visitor centre, an exhibition centre and cultural venue.

The exhibition space houses culturally significant objects from the
town's history.

The original brass seal of the corporation showing the castle can
be viewed in $t. George's Heritage Centre.

Can you tell which year the church wag congtrueted?

"
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Street mural by Nik Purdy celebrating Leitrims well- 5

known literary figures: Susan Langstaff Mitchell, Nora

J. Murray, Canon William Slater, M.J. McManus and
John McGahern.

Take time to read the verses inspired by lovely Leitrim. P 4

St Mary's Roman Catholic Church opened in 1879 and houses
a rich collection of stained-glass windows. How many gainte
can you find illugtrated in the stained glage windows?

This window, titled "Rejuvenation’, is by Patrick Muldowney. How
doeg it compare with otherg found in the church?

Ag you leave the church, ean you find Carrick on Shannon’e oldegt
commercial building? The Bush Hotel has been operating here

since the late 17/00s. The current hotel was built in the 1920s.

Jimmy Gralton, a Leitrim native, returned to Ireland following

P a period of time spent in the USA.

’ He fought in the War of Independence and became a

labour campaigner.

His views were considered radical in Ireland at that time
and he remains the only Irish person deported from their
native land. As a young man, Gralton worked in a shop

- Y that was located here.

This little creature sits above a family crest outside ‘

Costello’s chapel, Ireland’'s smallest chapel and the PN
second smallest chapel in the world. It was built by
Edward Costello in 1879 in memory of his wife.

What do you think lieg beneath the glage panels on the floor?

Can you gee the Coctello family motto on the creete written in
Latin® It means: “Seek not thyself outside thyself".

Do you have a family motto If not, try to create one.

The Market yard was built by the St. George family, in 1839,
and sold linen, wool, market and farm produce.

b
“!Ii' It was known to locals as The Shambles, referring to
. the butchers slaughter houses that were originally
T located here.

Restored in the 1990s, this is a hive of activity especially on
a Thursday morning at the weekly farmers market.

You can still read the original signage on this sandstone
milestone that dates to the 1830s.

What are the nearest towng?

The town clock was built in 1905 to commemorate Owen
McCann, the first chairman of Leitrim County Council.

How many clock faceg are there

Can you find when the original post office building opened?

To really appreciate this building, look at it from across the
street.

Can you gpot the differences and similarities between the

original gandetone building and the extengion that wag added in
the 19602?

How wag the original building accesged?

P

Have a look up and down this street. Not much
has changed here since the late 1800s. St

George's Terrace buildings are typical Georgian

town houses with steps leading to panelled doors,

above which fanlight windows sit. il

Why does thie building stand out from othere on the |
atreet?

It was originally built in 1890 as a National Irish Bank. Take note of the
decorative mouldings that surround the door and windows.

The site of a Charles Bianconi transport depot can be found on
nearby Quay Road. Bianconi established lreland’s first reliable and
affordable travel network using horse-drawn carriages.

Hatley Manor, built in 1830, is named after the ancestral home
of the St. George family, Hatley St. George near Cambridge.

Charles Manners St. George resided here with his Swedish wife,
Ingrid, and is buried in a mausoleum in the grounds. The 5t. George
family and their successors remained in residence until 1908.

The style of this side of the house was inspired by ltalian renaissance
architecture from 500 years ago whilst the rear of the house is
Gothic in style.

What do thege little creaturee quarding the manor remind you of?

Originally a courthouse, built in 1821, the Dock is now a
contemporary arts centre. This feature was part of the original

structure of the building. What do you think ite function wag? It
has since been replaced with modern materials.

Take a walk around the side of the building and see “*
if you can find the original tunnels that connect the @7
courthouse to the old jail.

The tunnels are not the only unusual feature from this era found
here. Can you gpot the now-defunct urinale’?

A Jail has stood on this site since the late 1/00s.

rﬁ- This is one hanging site, within the walls of the jail. A second

[

s hanging site was over the Guard room, still standing,
e facing onto the street. The Governors house sits behind
Taee=  the Guard room.

The site also contained a "treadwheel’. The treadwheel
was a hollow cylinder with a staircase built into the
frame. Prisoners could spend up to 10 hours climbing the
treadwheel, as a punishment or simply to "occupy” them.

The device was adapted into a modern-day exercise machine. Can
you guese what it ie?

This mosaic by local artist, John Rooney depicts the river
Shannon from three different viewpoints.

How do you imagine the artiet made thig particular piece of art?

What different etepe would have been involved in creating thig piece
of mogaic art?

Can you find thie old crane on the quayside’? These cranes
were used to unload the barges at the quayside.

Further along, you will find the former Guinness "Barrel Store’,
built in 1846 along with the bridge and quays. What wag the name of
the lact barge to deliver to the quayside?

Ireland’s second oldest rowing club is also located here. Have you

found it? The rowing club was established in 1836, and the first
regatta was held in 1855.
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Be the local, the higtorian, the artiet and
become the EZxplorer..

Easy Peezy Jeisurely Steal...

Keep it simple, find the picture clue &
locations and enjoy learning about Carrick J
on Shannon.

Ready Steady -@J!

Feeling competitive?

Note your start and finish
times and see can you
beat friends and family
in completing a route
against the clock.

Share your time on social media
with #ezxploring and challenge
like-minded ezxplorers to
competel!

Leitrim County Council, www.leitrimcoco.ie
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Listen, can you hear that gentle cound  of
wind Eiowing through stringe®

Take a moment to tune into the sound of Mark
Garry's Wind Harps.

Have a look at this sculpture of the locally
celebrated St Eidin of Tumna. How do you think

thie work wag created?
This work was made by self-taught, chainsaw
sculptor Will Fogarty in 2019. As a child he carved

sticks and progressed to working with a chainsaw
in later years.

This is a piece of sonic art which relies on wind strength from
the mighty Shannon, a different sound from every season.

The famine graveyard, a sacred place with a haunting past:

these large famine pots were used to feed the many hungry

adults and children that made it to the workhouse on the hill,
now known as St.Patrick’'s hospital.

Allow time here to visit the Workhouse Attic. Pre booking is required.

What i the function of thie etructure? Once marvelled as a
major feat of engineering and beauty, now its solitary role is a
recognisable landmark on the horizon.

Like most water towers in Ireland, it became defunct in the 1970s
and is a fine example of the Brutalist style of architecture.

These bronze footprints by local sculptor Donnacha Treacy
represent the journey taken during famine times by desperate
adults and children as they made their weary way to the

workhouse on Gallows Hill Wh% do you think thie area wag
(14 T )
renamed “Summerhill” in [ater yeare™

How many footprint plaques can you gpot ag you explore Carrick on
Shannon
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The town originated with the
Plantation of Leitrim under James |.
Following the defeat of Brian Og
ORourke in 1603, the ORourke
lands were confiscated. ORourke’s
castle was granted to Sir Maurice
Griffith in 1611. The remains of the
castles tower base can be seen
near the tourist office. It later
passed to the St. George family,
who remained the landlords of
Carrick on Shannon for nearly 300

The St George family played a
significant role in the administrative,
cultural and social history of the
town.

In 1613, the town was granted a
Royal Charter thereby becoming a
Royal Borough with a Corporation.

The town straddles the Shannon,
and the bridge divides the town
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between Roscommon and Leitrim.
A Carrick on Shannon resident can
live in County Leitrim or County
Roscommon!

Prior to the development of our
modern roads network, the rivers
and canals were the motorways
of their time. Barges could carry
a cargo of up to 60 tons. For over
a century until 1960, Carrick on
Shannon provided a central hub
for the river trade, transporting
agricultural, manufacturing and
trade goods, especially Guinness.

The Shannon Navigation Scheme
in 1846 replaced an older bridge,
improved navigation and drainage
along the Shannon and built the
quays in the town. That scheme,
and the 1862 extension of the
Midland Great Western Railway
from Mullingar to Sligo, ensured
that Carrick on Shannon became a
significant hub along the Shannon
benefiting this growing market town.

The Carrick on Shannon Castle model

created by Sean Gill is on display in St
George’s Heritage & visitor Centre.
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